Solvatten to Villanueva, Colombia
A project by Connect 2 Climate, Soroptimists Sweden and Plan International
Introduction
The Swedish organisation, Soroptimists donated 36 units of Solvatten to women and children in the
village Villanueva, Bolivar in Colombia in 2019. This donation has the capacity to help more than 280
people with cleaner water every day for the next 10 years. This project is a collaboration between Connect
2 Climate, Soroptimists Sweden and Plan International regarding the local implementation, education and
post-evaluation.
The families of Villanueva, a municipality in the department of Bolívar, 40 minutes from the city of
Cartagena, have been consuming unpurified water. This has made them exposing themselves to
waterborne diseases such as diarrhea and skin diseases. This is the main problem the project wants to
tackle by providing Solvatten.
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Post evaluation and reflections
6 months after the families received Solvatten, Connect 2 Climate and Plan International returned to
Villanueva to see how the progress had been. The main themes raised at the reunion were health,
environmental and economical impacts by Solvatten.
In addition to these, it was important to find out if the initial workshops could have been handled
differently or the information of Solvatten could have been better.

Health impacts
The majority of women stated that their health had improved in a reduction of diarrhea symptoms. A
small amount of them mentioned they did not have any problems at all with health and therefore saw no
difference. The families felt that there was no difference in health impacts between family members.
Maybe this would be something interesting to analyze in future projects in order to see if children are
more affected than grown ups by the water quality.
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Economic impacts
Over half of the women mentioned that they now did not have to boil their water. As a result, they
reduced their costs for gas. The women that purchased water sometimes, saw a reduction in this cost as
well.
●
●

Lower bills because of less usage of gas
Less money spent on buying water

Environmental impacts
In relation to environmental impacts, many of the women had not made any reflections up until this point.
Once we mentioned water bottles, the ones that they purchase, they realised that they have reduced their
use of plastic in their daily life. The dependence on gas to boil water was reduced. The economic
correlation was more noticeable between the women, but maybe because the environmental issues haven't
been raised in Villanueva yet. Below you'll find a photo from the river that goes through the village. It is
used as their landfill for garbage.
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Even if there would be an initiative by the government and other entities to clean the river, the damage is
very severe and it would take many years before the water would reach a quality good enough to be used
with Solvatten. We are facing problems that are very typical for Colombia, and other countries. Even big
cities have problems with this. A clean up by the rivers would have to be comprehensive in order to not
have contamination upstreams that will affect the quality further down. In this moment Connect 2
Climate, or Plan International, have the contacts, resources or capacity of starting this kind of initiative.
Therefore it was very important to raise environmental issues with the women and children in the pilot
group. In workshops in the future we want to add more focus to the environmental problem.
Product use
All the women agreed that Solvatten was a very easy product to use and all women and their families
were using it on a daily basis. All members of the family were utilising the water purified by Solvatten.
Their process of using Solvatten was similar to all families. They filled the tanks in the morning, placed
out inte sun for about 3-4 hours. Usually by then, the Solvatten indicator was green, indicating the water
was clean. They filled the water in bottles and placed them in the fridge. They all mentioned how hot the
water was by then. Then they repeated the process. It was the mothers that usually had this chore. The
young mothers in the group said they all used the water by Solvatten for their babies.
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The majority of the women were pleased with the quality of Solvatten. However, 4 Solvatten were
damaged in different ways that prevented their new owners from using them. They also mentioned that
the filter made the process to fill the tanks was extremely slow. Many women said they filled the tanks
through the black tap (without a filter) to hurry up the process.
Many neighbours and visitors had asked them what Solvatten is and what it does. Many women enjoyed
telling them about the benefits and felt proud they could offer cleaner water.
Summary
The project was a success and both Plan International and Connect 2 Climate are willing to work together
in the future, receiving more Solvatten from Soroptimists Sweden, and be able to bring clean water to
more people in Colombia. Since Plan International is an international organisation, maybe there are
opportunities to expand operations to other countries in the future. But for now the focus will be on small
villages in Colombia where the need for clean water is a fact.
The environmental impacts were an interesting observation. Most women had not considered their
contribution to a more sustainable community. For the future, it would be interesting to implement more
environmental education. How can sustainable development continue to be facilitated in these types of
communities?
And at last, what made the women happy besides being able to clean their water, was that they could see a
positive impact on their personal economy.
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